
 

 
 
Dear Chestnut Families, 
 
We welcome you to a wonderful new year at Chestnut Montessori School, where children 

enjoy learning.  During these first few weeks our instructors will help your children become 
an important part of our community through the use of Montessori philosophy and meth-
odology.   
 
So many years ago, Dr. Maria Montessori gave us the gift of Human Tendencies which 
help people adapt to their surroundings.  As the Montessori Teacher provides for the stu-
dents’ tendencies such as Order, Orientation, Activity, and Exactness, students have the 

opportunity to see how they fit into a new environment and how to navigate it; they will 
experience predictability, which helps in understanding their surroundings; and they will 
meet their natural desire to be precise and constant, giving them a sense of control over 
an activity.   
 
With our lessons on learning through nature, our students will have a very special year! 
 

Kindest regards, 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bellevue: 425-822-6001 
Kirkland: 425-968-2111 
 

 

“The land is where our roots are.  The 

children must be taught to feel and 

live in harmony with the earth.” 

—Dr. Maria Montessori 

From the Director 
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A Letter from Lilac Room 

 
Dear CMS Parents, 
 

We are glad to welcome our little friends and their families this fall, 2020. With this pandem-
ic, things are a little bit different, but I bet children will have fun. We had missed seeing 
some of our little friends last season, we are back to spend a wonderful and meaningful 

time together in this beautiful and safe environment. 
 
I am one of the Lead Teachers from our Chestnut family and will be working with Lilac room 
friends. I will be there to understand, help, and guide your children to the best of my abili-
ties.  I am an AMS credentialed teacher and have been working in the Lilac room since the 
opening of the Kirkland campus.  Prior to that I worked at the Bellevue campus for a few 
years.  

 
Ms. Ashley McGowan will be assisting me with the children at the Kirkland campus. Ms. 
McGowan worked last year and during summer at both the campuses. Her friendly and 
loving nature attracts children to be around her and get the best from her. 
 
Children at the Kirkland campus will be connecting with nature throughout this year, along 
with traditional Montessori materials. In addition to individualized lessons in reading, writing, 

math, and cosmic studies, we will be learning about seasons and weather.  
 
Children see how seasons change from time to 
time and relate the activities and material to their 
surroundings. Children explore and learn with 
hands-on experiences with natural materials that 
are available in the environment and learn 

through their experience. 
 
We are excited to be working with your children 
and to form beautiful bonds with them this year. 
 

“When children come into contact with nature, 

they reveal their strength.” 

—Maria Montessori 

 

Regards 
Mrs.Dixit 

Ms.Ashley McGowan 
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Meet Our Staff 
 

We have a very special team providing office support - info@chestnutmontessori.com 
• Jeannine Hanson (Mrs. Hanson), Founding Director of CMS 

• April Malley (Mrs. Malley), Assistant Director 
• Lisa Hanson (Miss Lisa Hanson), Office Administrator 
 

Our creative and nurturing teachers are excited to work with your children in Lilac 
Room: 
cmslilac@gmail.com 
 

• Chaitra Dixit (Mrs. Dixit), Lead Teacher 
• Ashley McGowan (Ms. McGowan), Assistant Teacher 

Upcoming Events 
 

First Day of School  

One parent per Chestnut student is invited to join their child on the first day of school 
from 8:45-9:30 AM 

Lilac Room: Friday, September 4th  
 

Classroom Picnic and Curriculum Night  

The Lilac Room will have an evening for parents and their child to gather for a picnic 
and a presentation of curriculum highlights with their teacher.  

Lilac Room: Friday, September 18th 6:00-7:00pm 

Please bring everything you will need for a picnic dinner for parents and one child for 
our socially distanced gathering.   

Please RSVP to info@chestnutmontessori.com. 

What does my child need to bring the first day of school? 
 

• Paperwork to complete student file 
• Indoor shoes and socks (indoor shoes must be new—never used outside, easy for the 

child to slip on and off, fit well, and have backs on them—no Crocs or bulky shoes or 

slippers please) 

• 2-3 complete sets of clothing (including socks and underwear) in a Ziplock bag la-

beled with your child’s name  
• Child must wear closed-toed outdoor shoes (no sandals) 
• Lunchbox with ice pack, napkin, eating utensils, and a morning snack in a labeled 

container. 
• Water bottle (labeled with their name) 
• Sleeping bag or blanket (if child naps) 
• Rain gear as necessary! 
• Although only children 5+ are required to wear a face covering at school,  we rec-

ommend that all students wear a face covering of some sort.  We have cloth masks 
available in the classroom for students to wear during worktimes.   

Please remember to label all belongings with your child’s name! 

Slipper styles that work well in 

the classroom 
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Early Childhood Curriculum Overview 

 
As Dr. Maria Montessori illustrates in the above quote, Early Childhood children will be 
learning through their observation, interaction, and immersion in nature.  Our beautiful out-
door spaces will provide the classroom setting with pine cones, sticks, seeds, leaves, and 
rocks as hands-on materials.   
 

Our curriculum will take a close look at the seasons with a focus on how plants and animals 
respond  and adapt through the year.  Children will learn through stories about animals 
that explore questions such as, “Where do rabbits live in the winter?” and “How do animals 
stay warm when it is cold outside?”  The children will also engage in discussions and experi-
ments that explore plants and how they change with the seasons.  Experiments will explore 
questions such as “Do leaves breathe?” and “Why do leaves change color in the fall?”  
Geometry and Art will be incorporated into the curriculum as children continue their indi-

vidualized learning in reading, writing, math, and cosmic studies.   
 
Social-emotional growth and learning will be nurtured through Montessori Grace and Cour-
tesy lessons as well as a Kindness Curriculum that guides children to identify their emotions, 
use kind words, and practice clear communication.  Children will collaborate on projects 
to beautify their classroom and celebrate friendship and community through special pro-
jects in their classrooms.   

 
We are looking forward to a year full of fun and learning through exploration! 
 



Arrivals and Dismissals 
 

8:00-8:45   Dawn to Dusk Arrival  

8:45-9:00   School Day/Morning Half Day Arrival 

12:00   Afternoon Half Day Arrival  

12:25-12:30  Morning Half Day Dismissal  

2:45-3:00   School Day/Afternoon Half Day Dismissal  

3:00-5:00   Dawn to Dusk Dismissal at parent discretion 
 
 

Arrival Procedures 
 

Please enter the Chestnut Montessori School Kirkland campus from Slater Avenue and pull into 
the driveway at 10239 Slater Avenue NE. Slowly and carefully drive forward to the designated 
parking area.  
Please hold your child’s hand while walking him or her to the periwinkle front door.  
Please ring the doorbell and you and your child will be greeted by a staff member.  Due to 
the current pandemic, the door will remain locked at all times.  Please do your best to arrive 
on time, so as not to disrupt the learning environment. 

A staff member will assist you to sign your child in using the Chestnut Montessori iPad. Please 
say a quick “good-bye” at the door and we will help your child put their belongings away 
and settle into the classroom.  At this time we are asking that parents and visitors refrain from 
entering spaces where children may be present, as we are as we are trying to limit the 
amount of people Chestnut students come into contact with. 

Exit through our driveway onto Slater Avenue NE. 
 

Dismissal Procedures 
 

Enter Chestnut Montessori School Kirkland campus as you would for arrival. 
Please park in the parking area. 
To pick up your child during Half Day or School Day dismissal, please walk to the play yard 

gate on the right side of the campus.   
A staff member will greet you at the gate and ask you to sign your child out using the Chest-
nut Montessori iPad.   
To pick up your child during Dawn to Dusk hours, please walk to the front door and ring the 
doorbell.  We will assist your child in gathering their belongings to go home.   
 

Please be patient with children as they put on their shoes and gather their things for dismissal.  

Independence is a large part of the Montessori curriculum and students are encouraged to 

be independent whenever possible.  This includes putting on/taking off their shoes, carrying 

their own bags, putting on/taking off coats, putting their things away, etc.  Independence 

helps children to develop self-confidence and a sense of pride in their accomplishments.  

Teachers are always available to offer assistance and/or guidance when appropriate. 
 

Should you need to pick up your child early, please let us know in advance so we can have 
them ready for you. 
Please hold your child’s hand as you walk to your car.   
Assist your child with fastening seatbelts. 

Exit as before.  
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Singing In and Out 
 

Curacubby is the platform we use to keep track of attendance and billing.  If you have 
not already done so, please set up a pin in Curacubby for those who are authorized to 

pickup/drop off your child.  In accordance with Washington State regulations, each indi-
vidual must have their own unique code. 
 
If you forget your pin number, there is an option when you sign in/out on the screen to 
request a new pin.  You will then be texted a new pin number and given the option to set 
a new pin.   
 

Many of you have indicated other people who are authorized to pick up your child. If 
someone new is picking up your child, please make them aware that they need to bring 
identification and set up a pin number through Curacubby before picking up your child. 
We will compare their identification with your child’s authorization records before releas-
ing your child to them. If they do not have a pin number already setup and cannot reset 
it, we will not release your child to them without your written or oral permission. 
 

Please click the link below for Curacubby Parent Tutorials to learn how to set your pin: 
 
file:///C:/Users/info/AppData/Local/Temp/Curacubby%20Parent%20Tutorials.pdf  

file:///C:/Users/info/AppData/Local/Temp/Curacubby%20Parent%20Tutorials.pdf


Student Enrollment Forms 
 

As we approach the first day of school, our administrative staff is working hard to make 
sure enrollment paperwork is complete for each child.   

 

If you have not yet submitted your Student Enrollment Contract, check the acceptance 

email you received from Chestnut to download the attached form. 
 

This form needs to be in your child’s file to guarantee their enrollment!   
 

Please fill out any remaining paperwork and submit it to us by September 2nd.  We ac-

cept both hard copy and email submissions. 

What we are doing to prevent the spread of COVID-19 at Chestnut Montessori 
 

-decreased class size 
-limiting guests 
-wellness screenings (if a child has a fever upon arrival at school, they will be sent home) 

-increasing ventilation and use of air purifiers 
-outdoor classwork whenever possible 
-staff and children wear facemasks 
-promoting proper hygiene (wash hands frequently) 

-surfaces and materials cleaned and sanitized more often and more extensively 
-option for touchless sign in (scan QR code) 
-encouraging “body space” 
 

What you can do to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
 

-take your child’s temperature each morning before school 

-keep your child home from school if they exhibit any signs of illness 
-if your child has been exposed to COVID-19, please keep your child at home 
-if your child or anyone in your household has tested positive for COVID-19, please stay 
home and inform us as soon as possible 
-please refrain from entering the classroom as we are trying to limit the amount of people 
Chestnut students come into contact with 
-clean and sanitize the inside and the outside of your child’s lunch bag each day  

-have your child practice wearing a mask at home 
-have your child practice washing their hands at home 
-give your child reminders to cough or sneeze into their elbow and away from others 

Contact us 
 

Have a question?  Try consulting the 2020-2021 Parent Handbook!  It has a lot of valuable 

information.  If you do not find the answer to your question, feel free to email or call us.  
We will do our best to get back to you in a timely manner.   
info@chestnutmontessori.com—425-822-6001, 425-968-2111 
 

Please follow the link provided to access the Kirkland Parent Handbook: 
file:///C:/Users/info/OneDrive/Kirkland%20Parent%20Handbook%202020-2021.pdf   

 

Teachers are happy to meet with you to discuss your child.  Pickup and drop-offs are not 
a good time for meaningful conversations, as teachers need to attend to children.  

Please email your child’s teacher or the office to schedule an appointment. 
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New Procedures in Response to COVID-19 
 

 

Chestnut Montessori Community 

While physically distancing as best we can, we do not need to socially isolate.  During 
these uncertain times, we will build community during the 2020-2021 school year through 
virtual meetings, classroom pictures, newsletters, parent groups and videos.  Whether you 

choose to attend school in person or through our Chestnut @ Home distance learning 
program, we hope you will share your talents and interests with our Chestnut Community! 

 

Cleaning/Sanitizing/Disinfecting Procedures 

Staff members clean and sanitize surfaces several times throughout the day.  Any addi-
tional dusting and cleaning of shelves and materials are completed throughout the day, 
as necessary.  In addition to routine cleaning procedures, staff members clean and sani-
tize surfaces and materials more often and more extensively.   
 

High traffic areas (such as doorknobs/handles, light switches, cubby areas, bathrooms, 
offices, kitchen, etc.) are cleaned more often and more extensively. 
 

Hygiene 

Hand towels, soap, toilet paper, tissues checked and restocked each morning and 
throughout day when necessary. 
 

Hand washing lessons are given to students as part of Practical Life curriculum.  Follow up 
lessons are given as needed.   
 

Staff members direct students to: 
-wash hands upon arrival, before snack, after snack, before lunch, after lunch, after out-
side play, after using restroom, after touching their eyes, noses, or mouths 
-use a tissue when nose is runny and wash hands afterwards 
-cough into their elbow and away from others. 
 

Staff members wash hands several times throughout the day, including but not limited to: 
-upon arrival, upon return from breaks, before and after food prep, before and after eat-
ing, before and after assisting children during lunch, before and after administering first 

aid, after touching eyes, noses or mouths, after being outside, after cleaning, after using 
the restroom, after assisting children with potty accidents, whenever necessary or desired.   
 

In addition to customary hygiene procedures, staff members are washing hands more of-
ten, more extensively and for a longer amount of time.   
 

Students are given lessons and demonstrations on germs and the importance of using 

soap when washing hands.  Students are given additional handwashing lessons whenev-
er needed.  Students are directed to wash hands more often and more extensively, with 
special focus on wrists, thumbs and in between fingers.  Students are taught to wash 
hands for the duration of songs to ensure proper length of time.  Please see our hand-
washing song on the last page! 
 

Children and teachers remove outside shoes upon entering the indoor classroom and put 
on inside shoes or slippers.  
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New Procedures in Response to COVID-19 Continued 
 

 

Illness 

Parents are asked to take their child’s temperature at home each day before school.  
Staff members have non-contact thermometers to use at school when students enter the 
classroom.   
 

Parents are asked to keep their child home from school if they exhibit any of the following 
symptoms: vomiting, diarrhea, excessive mucus, excessive nasal congestion or discharge, 
excessive coughing, body aches, severe headaches, sore throat, pink eye or discharge, 
excessive coughing, body aches, severe headaches, sore throat, pink eye or eye dis-

charge, lice or nits, rash, fever, fatigue that prevents participation in regular activities or 
any symptoms of illness that cannot be attributed to allergies.  If at any time teachers or 
administrators suspect a child is too ill to be at school, we may require that they be taken 
home. 
 

Staff members are asked to stay home if they exhibit any of the following symptoms: vom-
iting, diarrhea, excessive mucus, excessive nasal congestion or discharge, excessive 
coughing, body aches, severe headaches, sore throat, pink eye or eye discharge, lice or 
nits, rash, fever, fatigue that prevents participation in regular activities or any symptoms of 
illness that cannot be attributed to allergies.  Staff members receive paid sick leave in ac-

cordance with Washington state laws. 
 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

Staff members wear gloves when: 
-administering first aid 
-assisting children with potty accidents 
-cleaning (optional) 
 

Staff members follow guidelines set forth by our local government, Department of Chil-
dren, Youth and Families (DCYF), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and 
Washington State Department of Health (DOH) regarding PPE.  In accordance with Wash-
ington State guidelines, all staff members are required to wear masks unless they have an 
exemption.  Exemptions include:   
-Those with a disability that prevents them from comfortably wearing or removing a face 

covering 
-Those with certain respiratory conditions or trouble breathing 
-Those who are deaf or hard of hearing and use facial and mouth movements as part of 
communication 
-Those advised by a medical, legal, or behavioral health professional that wearing a face 
covering may pose a risk to that person 
 

Child sized masks are provided to students who choose to wear them.  In accordance 
with Washington State guidelines, children 5 and older are required to wear facemasks at 
school unless they have an exemption.  Parents are encouraged to have their child wear 

facemasks at home to become more comfortable wearing them.  
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New Procedures in Response to COVID-19 Continued 
 

Physical Distancing/Ventilation 

Montessori teachers have always arranged their classrooms to guide the movement and 
behavior of children. The placement of chairs, tables, mats, and materials on the shelves 
are all very mindful and purposeful.  
 

When possible, outside space will be utilized during the day in addition to the traditional 
Montessori inside classroom.  When inside, doors/windows may be propped open to cir-
culate fresh air and air purifiers will be in use.  The Lilac room is fortunate to have 3 doors 
leading to 2 outside decks, offering lots of fresh air and space for children to learn.  Lilac 
students go on nature walks through out the year, so please make sure they are dressed 

appropriately.   
 

Extra tables and chairs are removed from classroom to allow for more space between 

students during work time.  Remaining tables and chairs are spread out to provide more 
physical distancing between students. 
 

Students are encouraged to give “body space” to one another and teachers and give 

“air hugs” instead of regular hugs. 
 

A maximum of 10 students per classroom will be permitted.  Administration will evaluate 

government guidelines, needs of CMS families and attendance to decide if/when to per-
mit more students to attend school on campus.    
 

Snack/Lunch 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, staff are not preparing daily snacks for students to help 
themselves to during the regular school day hours.  Lilac Room parents are asked to pro-
vide a snack in their child’s lunch box for them to eat during morning snack time if they 
choose.  Parents are asked to include a container marked “snack” in their child’s lunch 
box. This snack will be offered to the child during the routine snack time (between 9:00-
10:45).  
 

Dawn to Dusk snacks are provided by CMS and parent volunteers.  Snacks are prepared 
by staff members with a Washington State Food Handler Permit. 
 

Snack and lunch tables are cleaned and sanitized before and after eating with common 
cleanser/soapy water and then a bleach and water solution following guidelines set forth 
by DCYF and Washington State DOH. 
 

Parents/Guardians 

Parents and guardians are asked to refrain from entering the classroom.  Parents and 

guardians must wear facemasks while present on Chestnut Montessori campus. 
 

Visitors 

Under the discretion of CMS administration, tours and visitors may be permitted to enter 
the building and outside areas of the Chestnut campus.  Classroom visits are cancelled, 
and visitors will not be permitted to enter any classrooms or areas where children are pre-
sent.  No video or photography of children by visitors has ever been permitted.   
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Handwashing Song 
Sung to the tune of “Over the River and Through the woods” 

 

Over and under and in between, 
We wash our hands today, 

We’re making bubbles to get them clean, 
In a very special way! 

 

Over and under and in between, 
We rinse our hands today, 

We give our hands a shake, shake, shake, shake, 
Dry and we’re on our way! 
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Thank you for choosing Chestnut Montessori School for the 2020-2021  

academic school year!  We appreciate your family and look forward to a  

wonderful year of joyful learning! 

New Procedures in Response to COVID-19 Continued 
 

Reported Positive Cases of COVID-19 in Chestnut Community— February-August 

0 

We are very fortunate to not have had any  confirmed cases of Coronavirus in our com-
munity.  In addition to strict cleaning procedures and hygiene practices, it certainly helps 
that we are a small school and do not have numerous individuals coming and going 
from our campus each day.  Thank you in advance for respecting our latest COVID-19 

procedures, and for doing your part to prevent the spread of coronavirus.  Please be 
kind to each other and to yourselves this year as we navigate through new territory! 
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